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Walton CEVC Primary School 

SEND Report to Governors  

November 2020.  

1. The kinds of special educational needs for which provision is made at the 
school: 

 The current SEN register includes children with difficulties with literacy and/ or 
numeracy, speech or language difficulties, learning difficulties and Autism Spectrum 
Conditions. Many children with mild difficulties or delays in their learning are 
supported in classes through good differentiated activities. This is called wave 2 
support. There are currently 16 pupils on the SEN register with one of these pupils 
receiving high needs “top up” funding in Band 2. Additionally, we have one agreed 
EHCP at band 3 which is currently being appealed by parents on the grounds of 
educational placement. 

 
2. Information about the school’s policies for the identification and assessment of 

pupils with special educational needs: 
Underpinning ALL our provision in school is the graduated approach cycle of: 

 

 
In the first instance it is usually the class teachers or parents who have the first 
concerns about a pupil’s learning. All class teachers monitor and assess their pupils 
at least termly. When a teacher first has a concern about a pupil’s progress, they will 
put in place some support e.g. group support or specific differentiation. If this doesn’t 
help to narrow the gap, they will then consult the SENCO to assist with planning an 
intervention. 
When the concern is first raised the SENCO, Katherine Cooper, will support the class 
teacher by doing some individual assessments to help get a better picture of the 
child’s strengths and weaknesses. We firmly believe that any difficulties should be 
picked up as soon as possible, before a child begins to struggle or loose self-esteem. 
Pupils who we feel would benefit from some 1:1 support, and who appear to have a 
learning difficulty with some aspect of the curriculum, are put on the SEN register and 
supported through a special educational needs Assess, Plan, Do, Review (APDR) 
Plan. The APDR Plan identifies desired outcomes and details the small steps needed 
to reach that goal. These are matched up to intervention plans and are reviewed 
three times a year with teachers and parents. 
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Information about the school’s policies for making provision for pupils with 
special educational needs whether or not pupils have Education and Health 
Care Plans (EHCPs) including: 
a) How the school evaluates the effectiveness of its provision for such pupils; 

All pupils are discussed termly in pupil progress meetings. We aim for pupils on 
the SEN register to make the same progress as their peers. Provision is 
evaluated at each Special Educational Needs APDR cycle review. At  
the end of each year data is collated by the Head teacher and SENCO to 
evaluate progress and compare to national data. While this is only one way of 
evaluating a child’s progress, we are very proud of our results. 

Please note due to Covid-19 Lockdown and the cancellation of all SATs and Phonics Screening 
Check in 2020, the data used in this report is for 2019 

KS 1 Data 2019 

Percentage of Pupils achieving expected standards at end of KS 1 

 SEN Pupils 
(1) 

Non SEN 
Pupils (22) 

School 
All Pupils 
(23) 

National 
All pupils 

Reading  0% 100% 95.7% 75.5% 
Writing 0% 100% 95.7% 70.0% 
Mathematics 100% 100% 100% 76.1% 

 

Phonics Year 1; Percentage of Pupils achieving expected standards– June 2019 

Subject SEN Pupils 
(5) 

Non-SEN 
pupils (18) 

School  
All Pupils 
(23) 

National 
benchmark 
All Pupils 

Phonics check 60% 83% 74% 82% 
 
KS 2 Data 2019 
Percentage of Pupils achieving expected standards at end of KS 2 

Subject SEN Pupils 
(2) 

Non SEN 
pupils 
School (21)  

School  
All pupils 
(23) 
 

National 
benchmark 
All pupils 

Combined 
Reading, 
Writing, 
Mathematics 

0% 90.4% 86.2% 65.0% 

Reading  100% 90.4% 91.3% 73.0% 
Writing 0% 95.2% 86.9% 78.0% 
Mathematics 0% 100% 91.3%% 79.0% 
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b) The school’s arrangements for assessing and reviewing the progress of 
pupils with special educational needs; 
The head teacher, Rachel Toal and the SENCO, Katherine Cooper monitor the 
progress of the pupils on the SEN register termly. Parents are invited to school at 
every review to discuss progress. This might include curriculum levels and 
reading ages, alongside evaluating the outcomes on the pupil’s APDR plan. 
Katherine Cooper has introduced an Intervention Mapping system, which 
supports the APDR process by tracking entry and exit data from each 
intervention. This also provides a long-term record of provision for individual 
pupils. Pupils who receive higher needs funding or who have EHCPs are also 
reviewed yearly in their annual review. 

c) The school’s approach to teaching pupils with special educational needs; 
All pupils access the full curriculum, with differentiation and support in class. 
Class teachers consider the language they use, and provide visual and multi-
sensory support in all areas of learning. The curriculum is creative and includes 
outside trips to support the learning experience. All pupils who are supported by 
an APDR will access some small group or 1:1 tailored support at different points 
during the year. 
 

d) How the school adapts the curriculum and learning environment for pupils 
with special educational needs; 
The school has highly skilled experienced teachers who adapt and modify the 
work presented in class as necessary. The school is a dyslexia-friendly school; 
Walton Primary School was re-credited for the third time in May 2019. This 
involved collating information such as tracking data and case studies for the 
support services assessor followed by a morning visit, SENCO interview and a 
walk around the classrooms.  

e) Additional support for learning that is available to pupils with special 
educational needs; 
The school highly values the progress of all pupils and puts a lot of support in for 
all pupils. Targeting interventions into a specific time-frame and measuring the 
impact on progress is essential to develop our knowledge of “what works” for the 
individual SEN children. The school employs an Emotional Literacy Support 
Advisor (ELSA), Selina Tobin to further support the social and emotional needs of 
all pupils. Teachers can refer pupils to this provision and outcomes are discussed 
and measured to provide effectiveness data.  
 

f) Activities that are available for pupils with special educational needs in 
addition to those available in accordance with the curriculum; 
We utilise the resources on offer from other local schools as and when 
appropriate.  

g) Support that is available for improving the emotional and social 
development of all pupils with special educational needs 
At the current time Walton, like all schools, is operating within the COVID-19 
government guidelines after a prolonged period of school closure to all but the 
most vulnerable pupils. Emotional wellbeing is a high priority at present and all 
teachers have been delivering additional sessions to explicitly teach children 
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about emotional regulation and good mental health. The school has also bought 
into the Jigsaw programme which is delivered to all pupils. 
Our ELSA plans activities for all pupils in the school who are identified by their 
class teachers as needing some social and/or emotional support. These activities 
are also accessed by pupils who are on the SEN register if appropriate. A key 
role of all support staff in school is to support the social and emotional needs of 
the pupils they encounter during their working week. By developing trusting 
relationships with adults in school, the pupil’s self-esteem grows. 

3. The Name and contact details of the SENCO; 
Katherine Cooper, who can be contacted at school on Tuesdays and Thursdays.                  
Telephone 01458 443 675. Alternatively, by email ; kcooper3@educ.somerset.gov.uk 
 

5. Information about the expertise and training of staff in relation to children with 
special educational needs and about how specialist expertise will be secured; 
 
The SENCo, Katherine Cooper, has been employed at Walton Primary School since 
September 2017. In September 2019 she increased her hours from one to two days 
per week. Mrs Cooper has the SENCo National Award (2011) and was awarded a 
Masters Degree in Education with Special Educational Needs specialism with 
distinction from the University of Exeter in December 2019.  
All TAs are trained in phonics using the whole school Read, Write Inc. approach. 
Teaching assistants also attend training courses where possible e.g. most recently 
courses were attended on managing medical conditions in school, supporting 
understanding and language in Reception and KS1 and “Pen to Paper”, a conference 
organised by the Somerset Dyslexic Association. 
 
Professional Educational Services such as educational psychology support, 
language and communication support service and the learning support service are 
now delivered to SENCos in cluster groups and not to individual schools or individual 
pupils. The focus is on giving the greatest support to the most vulnerable learners in 
Somerset and building capacity and expertise within schools. 
 

6. Information about how equipment and facilities to support children with special 
needs will be secured; 

The SEND budget is administered by the Head teacher and Governors. Decisions    
about the budget are decided yearly, depending on current pupil needs. This year we 
have added to our resources for supporting social and emotional health such as 
“Taming the Anxiety Gremlin” workbooks.   

7. The arrangements for consulting parents of children with special educational 
needs about, and involving parents in, the education of their child; 
Parents are notified in writing and verbally by the class teacher, when a decision to 
place the child on the SEN register is being considered. A sheet which details the 
child’s strengths and weaknesses will be given to the parent along with information 
about the SEN process at Walton School. All parents are invited to two parent 
consultation sessions per year. In addition, parents of pupils on the SEN register are 
invited to meet the SENCO at each review time. During the COVID-19 restrictions 
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Mrs Cooper contacted all families of children on the SEND register and resources 
and advice was provided. Telephone reviews are being offered currently alongside 
some virtual Teams meetings, which have been effective. 
 

8. The arrangements for consulting young people with special educational needs 
about, and involving them in, their education. 
All pupils who are placed on the SEN register share their opinions about their goals 
with staff. Their opinions on what they do well are asked and celebrated, and they 
are also asked what they would like to get better at. They are able to comment on 
how well they feel the outcomes have been met. They are asked what helps them in 
class and what people need to know to help them. Pupils receiving top up funding 
also have a person centred annual review where their opinions are valued. 
 
We survey SEND pupils in March most years, however this wasn’t possible in 2020. 
 

9. Any arrangements made by the governing body relating to the treatment of 
complaints from parents of pupils with special educational needs concerning 
the provision made at the school. 

There were no complaints made to the governing body involving special educational 
needs this year. In the event of any disagreements the usual complaints procedure 
should be followed. 

10. How the governing body involves other bodies, including health and social 
services bodies, local authority support services and voluntary organisations, 
in meeting the needs of pupils with special educational needs and in 
supporting the families of such pupils. 
Katherine Cooper liaises with the educational support services and through 
attendance at cluster meetings for SENCos every term, gathers information about 
services available to pupils at Walton. Rachel Toal as Designated Teacher liaises 
with social services and supports all safeguarding procedures within the school. 
 

11. The school’s arrangements for supporting pupils with special educational 
needs in transferring between phases of education. 
When pupils with special educational needs join our school from a nursery 
placement, we hold a School Entry Plan (SEP) meeting with nursery leaders, parents 
and any professionals involved. This meeting charts a list of actions to smooth the 
transition. Extra visits can be arranged as necessary. During the first term of school a 
school entry review meeting is held with parents, school and nursery staff to review 
how the transition is going.  
Pupils transferring from our school to a secondary placement are also supported. If 
the pupil has top up funding or an EHCP, we invite the SENCO from his/her next 
school to the annual review in year 6. The SENCO also visits to discuss the needs of 
any pupil on the SEN register or who is vulnerable in any other way that is moving 
schools. All paperwork about pupils is sent to the receiving school. Extra visits are 
arranged as appropriate, and pupils can have extra transition sessions with TA 
support. Parents are invited to these transition meetings and their input is 
appreciated. 
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12. Information on where the local authority’s local offer is published 

Somerset’s local offer details all Somerset can offer pupils and parents of children 
with special educational needs.  
Somerset’s local offer can be found at: http://www.somersetchoices.org.uk/ 
 

 
 
 


